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Ag Agent - Dwight Sexton                  

Dwight.Sexton@tamu.edu 

FCH Agent – Gayle C. Bludau    

Gayle.Bludau@ag.tamu.edu 

Welcome! 
 

     It is time for the NEW 4-H YEAR.  Registration starts August 15 

for 4th-12th grades.  3rd graders start to register on September 

1st. Registering your 3rd grader before then will enroll your child 

as a  Clover kid not a 4-H member.  Call the office if you need 

help 830.672.8531. 

 

We have an exciting year planned.  Make sure you read your 

monthly newsletter and highlight the activities that interest you. 

 

     Everyone is invited to the first council meeting which is sched-

uled for September 19!  We will be discussing our Fall Service    

Project – Donations for the Gonzales Dog Adoption and much 

more! 
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County 4-H Council & Adult Leader Meetings 

September 19th, 2023, at 6:00 P.M.  

@ the County Extension Office 

All Gonzales County 4-H club members are  

                                 encouraged to come. 
 

4-H Adult parents/volunteers who enroll & are approved 

to be members are welcome to join the Adult Leader group. 
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What 4-H members had to say about participating at the State Fair of Texas. 
 
“The robotics competition at the state fair last year was the first one of our sea-
son.  It was such a learning experience for us and I am excited about returning to 
compete this October!” - Ellie Irving 
 
“It’s an exciting experience to compete at such a historic show that has such deep 
competition through several diverse events.” - Augustus Sexton  
 

STATE FAIR OF TEXAS 

Entries for the State Fair of Texas need to be 

turned into the Extension Office by August 

18th. Be sure your entries meet applicable 

validation requirements. The schedule and 

handbook are posted at bigtex.com/livestock.  

Photo Credit: 

State Fair of Texas 
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HEART O’ TEXAS FAIR ENTRY WORKSHEETS 

Entries are available now at the Extension 

Office and are due back by August 18th.  

 



MAJOR SHOW TURKEYS 

 If you are interested in showing turkeys at the major live-

stock shows next year, please contact the Extension Office 

prior to August 11, 2023 so poults can be ordered. 
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MAJOR SHOW BROILER ORDERS  

Deadline-September 8
th
 $43.50/box of chicks. 

All major livestock show broiler orders (San An-

tonio, Houston, and Austin) need to be ordered 

by September 8
th . 

                                      Gonzales County Youth Show 

                            Sheep, Goat, and Halter Heifer Exhibitors 

 
  Validation for the lambs and goats will occur Tuesday, October 17, 2023, from  

  5-6:00 pm at the JB Wells Park. 

 

  Validation for the halter heifers will occur Thursday October 19, 2023, from  

  5-6:00 pm at the  

                   Pecan Grove Vet. Clinic.  

 

 Rules by the Gonzales County Youth Show Association are available at http://gonzales.agrilife.org/ 

http://gonzales.agrilife.org/


Again, this fall, there will be a major show heifer validation for any 4-H 

or FFA member wanting to exhibit heifers at the major livestock shows 

(Ft. Worth, San Antonio, Houston, Austin, Waco & Dallas. The animal ownership dead-

line and registration papers will need to be transferred to the exhibitor before this vali-

dation. The heifers must be tagged, tattooed, brands recorded, and hair samples will 

be collected for a DNA assay. There will be a $25 charge per heifer validated. The vali-

dation will occur on October 19th, at the Pecan Grove Vet. Clinic from 5-6:00 pm. Previ-

ously major show validated heifers do not need to be re-validated unless there is a 

change of ownership or breed. If you have heifers to validate, please call the Extension 

Office to order you ear tags. 

This will also serve as a validation for the Gonzales County Youth Show. Show heifer 

show.  

TEXAS 4-H / FFA HEIFER VALIDATION PROGRAM  

BREEDING GOAT & BREEDING SHEEP EXHIBITORS 

 If you desire to show market goats, market lambs, breeding goats or 

breeding sheep, wether dam or wether does at any of the major live-

stock shows this coming  year, your projects will need to be validated 

and tagged on October 17th. In order for this to occur, you must call the AgriLife Ex-

tension office by August 21st to order the ear tags that will be placed in your project.  
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MAJOR SHOW MARKET GOAT, MARKET LAMB  



We have a group of members who participate in many youth livestock judging con-

tests. At these contests, there are four animals in a class that are placed, consisting of 

cattle, swine, sheep, and goats. This program is a wonderful way for kids to build con-

fidence and improve their decision-making skills. They also learn about livestock pro-

duction and life skills along the way. We will host livestock judging practices this fall as 

time permits and the first contest of the year is September 9th in   Columbus. If you 

want your child to participate in these practices and contests, please notify the Exten-

sion Office so you can stay informed. Our kids have been very successful in the past 

and have learned much. 

LIVESTOCK JUDGING  

TEXAS 4-H/FFA SWINE VALIDATION 

 All hogs that will be shown in the major shows must be validated to be eli-

gible to participate. Validation will be held on November 28th. To assist us 

with ordering validation ear tags, please contact the Extension office by 

September 15th. If you do not order your tags, then you cannot show your 

animals later. The cost of the tags is $15.00/tag.  
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YOUR LOGO HERE 
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If you are planning to ride the 4-H float during the Come & Take It parade RSVP by 
Friday, Sept. 22nd.  Child must be an approved 4-H member or Clover Kid prior by   
October 6th . 

COME & TAKE IT PARADE  

(Saturday, October 7th) 
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4-H T-Shirts are now available for purchase at the Extension office.  

T-Shirts are $22 each.   

T-Shirts Design by: 

4-H members Jaxon Beck (Front) 

and Ellie Irving (Back) 
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Event Reimbursement Information 

 

 4-H County Council covers if funds are available and Council votes to 

adopt this 4-H year. 

•  Half camp fees to the 4-H Conference Center 

in Brownwood or Leadership based camps 

hosted by Texas 4-H. 

• Half entry fees for participation in a 4-H hosted workshop or state 

round-up workshop (s) 

• ALL entry fees for District 10 and/or State 4-H level contests hosted 

by the Texas 4-H Staff 

• ALL entry fees for 4-H team-based contests 

 

Contact office if this may apply to you. Members are held accountable 

by submitting a 4-H Payment Request Form and provide receipt of 

event attended to the council within 60 days of the event attended. 

Members will be notified once paperwork has been reviewed. Contact 

office for further information. Paperwork can be picked up at the office 

or found online at gonzales.agrilife.org. 

 

Note: Subject to change after County Council Meeting on            

          September 19
th 

. 

.
. 
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Gonzales County 4-H Adult Leaders are available to 

provide limited financial aid for members who have at-

tended workshops, camps, or clinics that enhances his/

her 4-H project. Financial aid is also available for those 

who have represented Gonzales County at the district, 

state, or national levels in other events. Members are 

held accountable by submitting the limited financial as-

sistance request form and provide receipts (s) of event 

attended to the adult leaders within 60 days of the event 

attended.  Late forms will not be accepted.  Paperwork 

can be picked up at the office or found online at gonza-

les.agrilife.org under the 4-H tab. 

 
 

2023 - 2024 Limited Financial Aid Information 
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Gonzales County 4-H Clubs 

1709 E. Sarah DeWitt Dr. 
Unit A 
Gonzales, TX 78629 
Email: gonzales-tx@tamu.edu 
Office: 830.672.8531 
 

 




